
 

PTO Meeting - May 5, 2016 

 

7:03 – Call to Order  

 

1. Welcome 

 

2. Principal Report: Mrs. Wanlass 

 

- Thank you to the PTO for TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK! The staff feels so spoiled 

and appreciates all of the treats!  

 

- The state has cut down a lot of assessments and that seems to be helping with the 

amount of testing that takes place at the end of year. 

 

- The school and district appreciate the surveys that both parents and students took. 

 

- The superintendent is rolling out some important professional development for next 

year - stay tuned for details on these important initiatives!  

 

- New technology is coming! The district is saving professional development time for 

next year to train teachers to utilize technology in the best way possible.  

 

- We have the 1st and 3rd place winners here at Hutchings from the DISTRICT SPELLING 

BEE! Congratulations to our amazing staff and students!  

 

- Students wrote persuasive writing using project based learning about an optional 

playground/recess exterior non-fiction library and this has been made for us by high 

school students. How exciting!  

 

3. Staff Spotlight - 4th grade teachers  
- Thank you again for the snacks, massages, and all the ways you've been taking care of 

the teachers.  

 

READING APPRENTICESHIP FRAMEWORK (The 4th grade teachers were trained for 

five days on this program and they are passionate it!).  

 



- This program is an approach to reading instruction that helps students develop the 

knowledge, strategies, and dispositions they need to become more powerful readers.  

 

- There is a lot of group work and partner work that engages students and helps them 

comprehend what they are reading. It builds a safe relationship between students and 

teachers.  

 

- It builds on prior knowledge as they share experiences with each other.  

 

Dimensions of Reading Apprenticeship  
 

Social Dimension 

 

Personal Dimension 

 

Cognitive Dimension  

 

Knowledge-Building Dimension  

 

This helps students to think about their thinking (metacognition) and build on their 

knowledge as they build vocabulary.  

 

HIGHLIGHT: Metacognition  

 

THINKING-ALOUD: Students have a bookmark to help them think about their 

thinking.  

 

Teachers also model this language as they read to and with students.  

 

Examples:  

 

I predict that... 

 

I can picture... 

 

A question I have is... 

 

This is like... 

 

This reminds me of... 



 

***I'm confused about... (Teachers are teaching students how to ask good questions) 

 

I'll reread this... (fix up) 

 

The big idea here is... 

 

I think/believe/wonder... (commenting) 

 

***Lower elementary is going to adapt this for their students with pictures.  

 

Teachers also have think aloud checklists, where they apply it directly.  

 

These strategies are often taught in high school but they will have a huge impact on our 

students by teaching the strategies now.  

 

(Mrs. Urban passed out samples of Scholastic News and how students are applying the 

strategies from this program to informational text).  

 

C = Connection 

! - A surprise 

? - Question/clarify 

* - Important  

 

The 4th grade teachers presented the PTO board with some beautiful flowers!  

 

4. Officer Report 

 

a. Treasurer - Box Tops brought in some exciting funds this spring!  

 

b. President  

 

5. Committee Reports  
 

a. Spring family event - Pastries with Parents (May 25th and 25th) 

- Donuts and muffins with your child in the cafeteria before school (approximate time: 

8:15) 

 

b. Pizza kit info 



- May 18th - order forms are due (some online orders are coming in) 

 

c. Staff appreciation week - Angela Putkela  

- Angela has done an outstanding job!!!  

- Thank you to Heather for the Panera bagels and to Duncan Chiropractic for donating 

their time 

 

d. Field Day 5/31 

- Volunteer Luncheon will be in the library in between the AM and PM sessions of field 

day. We are thankful for our amazing volunteers!  

 

e. Outdoor classroom update: Erika Perry 

With the funds raised from the Hurricane Hustle... we are looking to build an OUTDOOR 

CLASSROOM! We are in the process of getting bids to present to the new PTO board to 

approve it.  

 

Erika Perry will present the plans to Mrs. Wanlass and she will take it to the district.  

 

Erika will remain as the chair for the outdoor classroom. Thank you, Erika!!!  

 

6. New Business 

The high school is looking for donations for the 2016 graduating class. It can be 

anything in the form of cash, gift cards, etc. The board will look into this further.  

 

Erin Chaplin - made a motion to donate $100 towards this important event.  

Tammy Gilbert - 2nd  

 

Minutes from last month were approved!  

 

7. Nominations 

PTO BOARD NOMINATIONS 

 

The current board is not able to rerun for a variety of reasons including some other 

commitments for next year.  

 

 

 

 



 

NEW BOARD for 2016-2017 

Janeen Black - President (all in favor) 

Julie Ashcraft - Vice President (all in favor) 

Angela Putkela - Communications and Recording Secretary (all in favor) 

Sharron Hoorn - Treasurer (all in favor) 

Melissa Anderson - Trustee (all in favor) 

Bill Maniachi Trustee (all in favor) 

 

*There is one additional trustee position available. The PTO board can nominate another 

trustee at a later date.  

 

8. Call to public  
 

Meeting Adjourned: 8:02 

 


